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The Clipper Visits
The CranberryBogs

ByJUDITHMONTMINY

What is delicate, needs pampering throughout the
year, and is treated like a baby by its owners? The an
sweris not apurebredshowdog nora hothouse orchid.
You may be surprised to learn that the focus of year-
roundT.L.C. is the cranberry bog and the red, bouncy
fruit it produces.
One ofthemost familiar bogs in Duxbury is the one

on Rte. 14, operated by the Crowell Cranberry Co.
Inc. Cars are found parked along the bog in late Oc
tober as tourists (and residents) try to get a better view
ofthecranberry harvesting. Thesceneis picturesque-
the fall colored trees, the rich red of the cranberries,
the water - all the makings of a New England post
card. - *

' WetHarvesting
Cranberries used to be harvested by hand with a

cranberry scoop. Then came dry harvesting, a method
used for many years in Massachusetts. Only dry har
vested cranberries are sold as fresh fruit in New
England.

In recent years, wet harvesting has become popular.
First developed in Wisconsin, the wet method in
creases a grower's yield about 15%. In dry harvesting,
the weather conditions have to be perfect. Evln
though a day may be sunny, if the dew is still on the
vines* the dry harvesting cannot be done. With wet
Harvesting, the grower determines when the berries
will bepicked becausehecontrols theconditions.
The bogs are flooded to a depth of about 18 inches.

The large egg-beater-like machines churn up the water
and dislodge the berries from the vines. The berries
float to the top and are corralled to shore. After this
corralling (called booming or rafting) takes place, the
berries are pushed onto elevators and into waiting
trucks. The detrashers on the elevators clean the
bernesofleaves and undergrown fruit.
According to Jack Canny of Ocean Spray (a

cooperative of growers), about 80% of the bogs in
Massachusetts are nowwet harvested.

Laurence Pink, a Duxbmyresident with about 100
acres of bogs in Duxbury and Middleboro, was one of
the firstm this area to usethe wet harvestingmethod 14
years ago. Working on his family's bogs since he was a
boy, Pink has seen a dramatic increase in yields since
he nerann«inoMipurA» tiam»et ma»w,n,f ■ '
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IncreasedYield.

AnotherDuxburygrower,EarleRicker,isusingthe
tJ^UTiestniethodibrthiitt^hiH,— wetJ^UTiestniethodibrtheiiKttmie^hiftyeari-He,too,—

•hasseenalmosta50%increaseumanberryyieldover'■:
thepastfewyears.Heattributes.theincreaseto
technologicaldevelopments."Until5or6yearsago,
thecranberrybusinesshadsometerribleyears.''Inthe
30'sthemarketwasgood.Althoughtheproduction

.waslower,thegrbwerreceivedagoodreturnonhis
product.Rickersaysthefallinreturnwasduetoover
production.Recently,however,therehasbeenaboom
inthecranberrybusiness.

Mostgrowersaretryingtoincrease,theproduction
ofthebogstheyalreadyown.TheCranberryEx
perimentalStationinWareham(anextensionof
UMass)helpsgrowerswithadviceandnotifiesthemof
thelatesttechnologicaldevelopments."Ilikethe
cranberrybusiness,"saysRicker,"Thereisalways
somethingnewtodealwith."

Mostcranberrybogshavebeeninthefamilyfor
years.Rickernoticesacamaraderiebetweengrowers,
especiallybetweenthemembersoftheOceanSpray
cooperative.

ButOceanSpray,althoughthe-largest,isnotthe
onlygameintown.Othercompanieswhomarket
cranberriesareDecasCranberrySalesCo.,Peter
LeSagelnc,CapeCodCranberryCoop,Cumberland

Awata-reeltnoperatloii.
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Farms, AppleandEve, andWelch's.
If a grower is a member of Ocean L»»«,t u.

be delivers his berries to the plant in Midd
Every berry deUvered today is either canned, bottled

?Lfr?f?J2i?mo""°w- Thepnly exceptionsaremade

MaintainingBogs
*Everyonenoticestheharvestingofcranbenies,yetit

»i?£in£nfc?jmce ?f to. bogs before and after har
vesting that determines whether or not a grower will
haveasuccesstUl yield. What wedo not often see is the
cleaning of the ditches and the repairing of the equh>-

sthewinter is over, thebogs aretreated with fer
tilizers, herbicides and pesticides. Theentire irrigation
system is checked. Between May 1 and June 15there

. remains theconstant threat offrost on the bogs. Often
ae. irrigation systems are turned on to keep the
sprinklers going. Theconstant flowofwater keeps the

''SSSSZF?*- of ^ bos at .32F. After June 15,
however.ineoogsarcirccxroinirosi.
During the summer, the irrigation system is used to

\-«duce^.temperatinss«oon«^^
fsetadryspefl. -.v;. r- ■' . r' -rf-; . - v

k^^^S^b^?s?Jfaces a constant battle with
bugs<.Fertiuzers, herbicides and pesticides are used
throughout the growing season. Everyone we talked
with ,- growers, Ocean Spray spokesmen, etc. - em-
pnasized that the chemicals used by the cranberry in
dustry are safe, well-tested, and government-ap
proved. . •

BogsSometimesAbused
Cranberries can last forever if cared for properly.

That is why growers are careful to rejuvenate the old
vines and try to promote new growth. One section of
theRte. 14 bogis over 100years old.

Imagine growing a crop that does not have to be
replanted each year? Yet thecranberry bog's hardiness
is offset by its susceptibilityto frost and other influen
ces. .-..••

.-SUP*£°ney ofto Cranberry Institute, headquar
tered in Duxbury, points out that cranbeny bogs are
often abused by those who let their dogs run on the
bogs, by golfers who practice their swings across the
bogs, by kids hunting for frogs, and by motorbikers
who ride around the bogs. Coliey has seen 10 and 12-
yearolds ridingmopeds in thebog areas. Even the kids -
who pitch stones do not realize that those stones can

—■

become caught in expensive machinery and often lead
to costlyrepairs. ■ - •
Vandalism is a concern in the cranberry business

since many people look upon cranberry bogs as
recreational areas, notasprivateproperty.

It is the bog owner who, ultimately must bear the
burdenofmaintainingthe bogs.

CranberryGrowers vs. Developers ■
Another problem faced by bog owners is the

development of land. In 1956, over 490 acres of Dux
burylandwas used forgrowing cranberries. Now, alit-
tleover300acresareproducing fruit.
_Some principal growers in Duxbury are Crowell
Cranberry Co.. Rarle Riclter. Beaton Cranberry Co.,
Laurence Pink, Edward Koplovsky, E.W. Loring
Inc., andStanley Merry.

Duxbury does not have any large bogs compared to
atown like Carver, dubbed the cranberrycapital ofthe
world. Onebog in Carvermeasures76acres.' •' ■ •
According to Canny at Ocean Spray, this problem

with Duxbury is that people tend to move here. He has
segasunilarproblem&oa the-Cape as welk-Semetimes-
waterrights becomeamatorissue.
Thehomes built around arbog crowd the bog. Cran-

, berry bogs must be sprayed, a practice that may be of
concern tosomehbmeowners. Cannysays th'egrowers
are extremely careful with the chemicals they use, and
saysthatdespitetheabandonmentofsomebogs, "The
cranberry business has done very well. We do plan to
dobetter."

TheBements
Oneofthe reasons thecranberry business is doing so

well is because ofrecord crops.in recent years. But, as
with any other agricultural business, growers are
dependent upon the natural elements. Cranberries
needwaterand sunshine. Thewatercan beprovided by
the growers through irrigation systems; the sunshine
cannot.

This year the bogs looked good in the spring. The.
blooms were prolific and the berries were set, but due

„ ^ ^ —..y to tell, but it looks as if this

year will not top last year for.'crariberry. production.
(An excellent year will yield about 195 barrels/acre.
I?5iPuxb!irv'Ocean Spray expecU an average yield

of120barrels/acrethisyear.).



inrougn aggressive marming mcnniques and an

increase in the demand for cranberry juice products,
the industry is experiencing an upswing. The future
looksgood. Grower returns,have shot up dramatically
in the last few years and the trend appears to be con
tinuing.. - . ■•'.-.'■-. ' . . ; .

The cranberry business .is growing rapidly and
technology is helping growers with their bogs. In years
past, if there was a jFrost warning, the grower-would

have to activate his. pumps immediately to flfcbd'the
bog and protect the vines. Now he can push a button
andthesprinklersystems starttowork. Laurence Pink
sees computers making a mark on the industry. Some
frost systems are now triggered by a sensor that
automatically turns on the pumps. At one of his bogs,
there is a telephone in a special box. When the tem
perature drops to a certain level, the telephone calls
Pink and amechanical voice tells him the temperature
atthebog. Sound likescience fiction?

Perhaps. But Pink says he still has to go but and
physically check the operation. The cranberry,
business is still a family business and the diehard
growers who did not give up during the hard times

won't let go oftheir bogs now. "Moneyis no object,"
says Pink.

While talking to different growers, this reporter
found that every one of them spoke about their bogs
and about the cranberry business with a true sense of

pride and affection. Perhaps that is why they are

growing cranberries, the fruit that grows up on tender

lovingcare.


